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cflr impossible to distinguish outwardly between the two forms
of movement, not only because the mechanical means are
the same in both cases, but because the co-ordination of
movements is identical. For both kinds of movement involve
that congenital mechanism of the central nervous system,
whose adaptation to certain physiological purposes is so
clearly evident in the reflexes which take place without any
conscious accompaniment. This innate mechanism is not,
however, unalterable; new purposive combinations of move-
ments may be brought about by the will, and these com-
binations will thereafter function with mechanical accuracy
and without further voluntary control. It is probable,
therefore, that the congenital disposition to purposive vital
expressions has itself resulted in the general course of
development from the after-effects of voluntary ^actions,
especially since our experience can show no other source
than subjective purposes for structures that are objectively
adapted to ends.

This characteristic difference between impulsive and
voluntary actions, namely, that in the former case there
is only one motive in consciousness, or that if there are
several, they' act in combination, necessarily implies the
absence of the idea of choice from the conception of impulse,
We express this fact when we say that impulsive actions
are univocally determined and voluntary -actions equivocally
determined.1 An action is univocally determined when its
performance was preceded only by actual motives; it is
equivocally determined when both actual and potential
motives were present The distinction between main and
incidental motives also lapses in the case of impulsive action.

1 It is hardly necessary to remark that these expressions must not be interpreted
as meaning that in equivocally determined actions the will actually operates in
different directions at the same time. In this sense, of course, all actions are
univocal. 'Equivocally determined' is a short way of saying * influenced by
motives that strive to determine the will in different directions.1
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